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zations —Brookings and the 

Cato Institute —to address 

several important questions 

about our democratic sys-

tem. How pervasive is the 

lack of competition in arenas 

only previously speculated 

on, such as state legislative 

contests and congressional 

primaries? What have previ-

ous reform efforts, such as 

direct primaries and term 

limits, had on electoral com-

petition? What are the ef-

fects of redistricting and 

campaign finance regula-

tion? What role do third par-

ties play? In sum, what does 

all this tell us about what 

might be done to increase 

electoral competition? The 

authors, including a number 

of today's most important 

scholars in American politics, 

consider the historical devel-

opment, legal background, 

and political aspects of a 

system that is supposed to 

be responsive and account-

able yet for many is becom-

i n g  s t a g n a n t ,  s e l f -

perpetuating, and tone-deaf. 

How did we get to this point, 

and what —if anything —

should be done about it?

Elections are the vehicles 

through which Americans 

choose who governs them, 

and the power of the ballot is 

still the best lever ordinary 

citizens have in keeping pub-

lic officials accountable. The 

Marketplace of Democracy 

considers different policy 

options for increasing the 

competition needed to keep 

American politics vibrant, 

responsive, and democratic. 

Presidency 

and the 

Challenge 

of Demo-

cracy .   

Genovese, 

Michael A.   

Han, Lori Cox. Palgrave Mac-

millan, 2006 

It is clear that the tectonic 

plates of the American politi-

cal system are gravitating 

towards a model of presiden-

tial government not envi-

sioned and, in fact, pre-

cluded by the constitutional 

design of the framers of the 

United States Constitution. 

As the presidency eclipses 

Congress and the courts in 

power, and public/media 

attention, the balance of 

powers has tilted. In this 

accessible book, leading 

scholars explore the reasons 

for and implications of the 

rising power of the presi-

dency. 

Get Out the 

Vote : How 

to Increase 

Voter Turn-

out. Green, 

Donald P.   

Gerber, Alan 

S. Brookings 

Institution Press, 2008 

Get Out the Vote! broke 

ground by introducing a new 

scientific approach to the 

challenge of voter mobiliza-

tion and profoundly influ-

enced how campaigns oper-

ate. In this expanded and 

updated edition, the authors 

incorporate data from more 

than one hundred new stud-

ies, which shed new light on 

the cost-effectiveness and 

efficiency of various cam-

paign tactics, including door-

to-door canvassing, e-mail, 

direct mail, and telephone 

calls. Two new chapters fo-

cus on the effectiveness of 

mass media campaigns and 

events such as candidate 

forums and Election Day 

festivals. Available in time 

for the core of the 2008 

presidential campaign, this 

practical guide on voter mo-

bilization is sure to be an 

important resource for con-

sultants, candidates, and 

grassroots organizations. 

 

Encyclopedia of 

Disaster Relief/ 

Penuel, K. Brad-

ley Bradley   

Statler, Matt . 

SAGE Publica-

tions, 2010.  

 

This encyclopedia covers the 

response to disasters, from 

governments to NGOs, from 

charities to politics, from 

refugees to health, and from 

economics to international 

relations. Entries cover is-

sues in both historical and 

contemporary context, with 

information on disaster relief 

around the world. The vol-

umes include information 

relevant to students of soci-

ology, national security, eco-

nomics, health sciences, 

political science, emergency 

preparedness, history, agri-

culture, and many other sub-

jects.   
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